
 
	  

	   	  

              
  

	  

 
News Release 

 
Teachers, Administrator Win Henrico Schools’ Top Honors 

 
Henrico, Va. May 8, 2015 – Kecia Studevant Howell, a French teacher at Hermitage High School, was 
named Henrico County Public Schools’ 2015 Gilman Teacher of the Year Wednesday at a ceremony at 
Glen Allen High School.  
 
Chris Kresge, a fifth-grade teacher at Echo Lake Elementary School, was named the division’s 2015 First-
Year Teacher of the Year. 
 
“I’m honored to have been selected as this year’s Gilman award recipient,” said Howell. “This is due in 
large part to the many great educators who have served as role models and inspired me. I’m grateful to 
Henrico Schools for providing us all with the support we need to excel with our students – both in and 
outside of the classroom.” 
  
Both Teacher-of-the-Year recipients are products of Henrico County Public Schools.  
 
Howell is a 1992 graduate of Hermitage High School and is an alumna of the University of Virginia 
and Middlebury College. She began teaching in Henrico County Public Schools in 1996 and has been 
at Hermitage since 2005. Howell works in the Hermitage languages department with her former 
French teacher, Gail Wood, who was also a divisionwide Gilman winner, in 2011.  
 
Kresge is a 1999 graduate of JR Tucker High School. After receiving an undergraduate degree from 
VCU, he studied music in Boston, traveled in Asia and made banjos in Floyd County before earning 
a master’s degree from the University of Richmond and becoming a teacher. 
 
The school system also announced two winners of the Chris Corallo Distinguished Leadership Award:  
Glen Allen High School history teacher Drew Baker; and Mac Beaton, the division’s director of career and 
technical education. The two were chosen from among 25 nominees for their vision, passion, innovation 
and student-centered focus. The award is named in honor of Corallo, a former assistant superintendent for 
instruction and organizational development, who died in 2013. 
 
The school division employs more than 3,300 teachers. 
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