
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

During the weekend of May 6th through 8th, over 175 middle and high school technology education students from Henrico 
County participated in Techosphere, the state Technology Student Association (TSA) conference in Richmond, Virginia. What a 
weekend! Our students and teachers once again showed why Henrico County is leading the way in TSA in Virginia. Highlights of 
the conference include: 
 

In middle school, students from Henrico schools were finalist (top 10) in every one of the 34 events. Out of these 34 
contest, there were 10 third place winners, 12 second place winners, and 6 first place winners. Holman (1st) and Short 
Pump (3rd) were recognized with Chapter Excellence Awards along with both schools placing 2nd and 3rd respectively 
earning the Community Service Award. Three of our middle schools, Holman (2nd), Short Pump (5th), and Moody (10th) 
placed in the top ten schools in the state for the Outstanding Middle School Awards. Overall, Henrico middle schools 
placed 1st in the state wining the Lynn P. Barrier Outstanding School Division Award for middle schools. 

 
In high school, students from Henrico schools were finalist (top 10) in 33 of 38 events. Out of these contest, there 
were 5 third place winners, 6 second place winners, and 7 first place winners. In Chapter Excellent Awards, Deep Run 
High School placed 3rd, and Highland Springs High School placed 1st. Deep Run also received 1st for Community 
Service Award. Jennifer Tolley from Deep Run was recognized as The High School Advisor of the Year. Three of our 
high schools, Deep Run (7th), Henrico (4th), and Highland Springs (3rd), placed in the top ten schools in the state for the 
Outstanding High School Awards. Overall, Henrico schools placed 2nd in the state as the Outstanding High School 
Division. 

 
For the complete list of event finalist and winners, please visit http://virginiatsa.org/assets/2012/06/TSA-Awards-2.html . 
 
Four of our schools received Century Awards for having 100 or more members, Theses schools were Holman Middle School, 
Short Pump Middle School, Deep Run High School and Highland Springs High School. 
 
Billy Batkins won the Advisor Dragster Challenge with a car that weighed only 8 grams and had a track time of .578 of a second 
(an average speed of 78 mph). 
 
All of these accomplishments would not be possible without the dedication and hard work of you, the teachers that provide 
these and many other opportunities for student success. I appreciate it, as I know your students do. In addition, I would like to 
thank all of you that served as judges or coordinators for the competitive events. The conference would not be possible without 
you going the extra mile. A big thank you to Jennifer Tolley who served Judge Coordinator for the state conference. If I missed 
anything, please accept my apologies.  
 
As we move forward to Nationals, I want to wish you and your students the best of luck! 

 
Shawn 
 
 
Shawn M. Gross 
Educational Specialist for Pre Engineering and Industrial Careers 
Career & Technical Education 
Henrico County Public Schools 
3751-C Nine Mile Rd. 
Henrico, VA 23223 
Office: 804-781-1821 
Cell: 804-263-5184 
http://henrico.k12.va.us/ 
http://teachers.henrico.k12.va.us/cte/home.htm 
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