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Glen Allen High School Qualifies for Statewide 
 Economics and Personal Finance Competition 

 
Glen Allen, VA --  Glen Allen High School has won two spots in The Governor’s Challenge in Economics 
and Personal Finance, a rigorous statewide competition to be held Thursday, April 14th at Virginia 
Commonwealth University (VCU) in Richmond.   
 

Glen Allen High School is one of several teams from across Virginia that will test their knowledge of 
economic concepts and apply their skill in personal finance at the day-long competition.  The Glen Allen 
High School teams, advised by teacher Patricia Adams, earned invitations to the championship round 
following an online competition conducted by the Virginia Council on Economic Education (VCEE) in 
association with the Office of Governor Terry McAuliffe.  VCEE is a nonprofit public-private partnership 
focused on enhancing economics and financial education in grades K-12.  Regional winners in each 
division and other high scoring teams were invited to participate in the “live” championship challenge, 
according to VCEE Executive Director Daniel Mortensen. 
 

“This is great recognition for the students and a way to reinforce the key concepts we learn in class,” says 
Mrs. Adams.  Learning real-life financial skills and understanding the role they play in the economy has 
been eye-opening and empowering for my students.” 
 
Students on the Personal Finance competition team include (from left to right) Zach Gregory, Lauren 
Golmon, Shelby Vandergriff, and Sean Deibel. This team won 1st place in Virginia DOE Region 1 (Region 1 
consists of schools from Charles City County, Chesterfield County, Dinwiddie County, Goochland County, 
Hanover County, Henrico County, New Kent County, Powhatan County, Prince George County, Surry 
County, and Sussex County, as well as the cities and towns of Colonial Heights, Hopewell, Petersburg 
and Richmond). 
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Students on the Economics-David Ricardo Division competition team include (from left to right) Mya 
Driffill, Matija Tomas, Rebekah Cheng, and My Nguyen. 

 
 
VCEE’s Mortensen explains that The Challenge brings classroom concepts to life for students.  “Learning 
about economics and how it relates to their lives helps students realize they already participate in the 
global economy,” Mortensen states.  “Applying these concepts leads to more informed buying and 
saving decisions on the part of students. They make better choices when planning for their future, 
including college and job choices.”  
 

The Governor’s Challenge will take place in the VCU Student Commons, 907 Floyd Avenue in Richmond, 
beginning at 10am with championship rounds and awards beginning at 11:35am.  For more details, visit 
VCEE’s website at www.VCEE.org or contact Judi Crenshaw at (804)827-7402. 
 

“We greatly appreciate the financial support provided by lead sponsor Capital One and the Virginia 
Credit Union,” said Mortensen.  “Without it the Challenge would not be possible.  We also greatly 
appreciate the teachers who make it possible for students to participate and the extra effort on their 
part.” 
 

#    #    # 
 

The Virginia Council on Economic Education (VCEE), a nonprofit organization, provides Virginia’s K-12 students with the 
economic knowledge and financial skills needed to thrive in our dynamic economy. By providing quality training and up-
to-date resources, VCEE partners with teachers and school divisions to help students develop decision-making skills 
needed to be informed consumers, productive employees or innovative entrepreneurs, thoughtful investors, and reasoned 
voters. www.VCEE.org 
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