
 



 

 

Major Units of Study 

1. Introduction to Carpentry 

2. Safety in the shop and on the job site 

3. Concepts essential to the carpentry trade 

4. Use of power equipment 

5. General house construction 

6. Job applications and interviews 

7. Blueprint reading and building codes 

 

Desirable Aptitudes and Background Courses 

A sincere interest in the house construction trade, good 

eyesight, good manual dexterity, and a willingness to work 

outdoors are essential for a worker to be successful in this trade.  

A sound mathematics background and courses in technology 

education are very helpful. 

 

Job Opportunities 

Many job opportunities are 

available with general contrac-

tors throughout Virginia. Wages 

vary within the carpentry field 

according to the type of work, 

and vary in different locations 

throughout the country. How-

ever, wages throughout the 

carpentry field rank high among 

the various areas of construction.  

 

 

Certification 

National Center for Construction Education and Research 

(NCCER) CORE Assessment 

 

 CARPENTRY I  Course No. 8601 

Elective   36 weeks - 3 credits 

Prerequisite: Recommendation of Counselor 

 

The Carpentry course is designed to provide preparation for 

entry into the residential construction industry.  The course 

begins with an introduction to all hand tools and power 

equipment used in the trade, and their safe use and operation. 

Classroom and laboratory instruction provides the knowledge 

and practical applications of residential and light commercial 

construction to include interpretation of material and 

components, and the general concept of home building. Students 

will participate in the construction of a house. Students will have 

the opportunity to earn the 10-hour OSHA certification. 

 

CARPENTRY II  Course No. 8602 

Elective   36 weeks - 3 credits 

Prerequisite: Carpentry I 

The second year in Carpentry involves more detailed 

knowledge and practical experience in all areas of residential 

construction and renovation. The class also focuses more on 

material estimation and blueprint reading. Before the student 

completes the course, he or she also will have prepared a resume 

and acquired some knowledge about job interviews. Students are 

also given the opportunity to take the NCCER (National Center 

for Construction Education and Research) Core Curricula 

Assessment test which can count as up to two additional verified 

credits for a total of eight possible credits for completers. 

Completion of two years of Carpentry also qualifies you for an 

extra pay grade if you join the military. 


